
 
 
                    North Branford Congregational Church 

             United Church of Christ 

  The Order of Worship for Sunday, November 28, 2021 

The First Sunday in Advent 

 
 

Prelude                               Emmanuel Comes        Neale, Coffin, arr. Hayes      
 

                                                Gathering  
 

Greetings 
 

Responsive Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Good morning, Church!  Throughout the years, the Jewish people  

              hoped for the coming of the Messiah. God answered that hope  

              with birth of Jesus, our Savior, the hope of the world. 

People: Hallelujah!  Hope has come!  Let us worship! 

Leader: We can live with hope in our hearts, despite the circumstances of  

              life, knowing God has reached out to us.  And Scripture teaches us  

              that Christ will come again, a blessed hope for all who believe in  

              him. 

People: Hallelujah!  Hope has come!  Let us worship! 

All:       Lord, in this Advent season, help us to live as a people of hope,  

              letting your light shine through us in a dark world.  In Jesus’  

              name we pray, Amen. 
 

Cantored Chorus: Light the Advent candle one, Now the waiting has 

begun, We have started on our way, Time to think of Christmas Day. 

Candle, candle, burning bright, Shining in the cold winter night. Candle, 

candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

Prayer of Invocation & The Lord's Prayer - Together, as one.  
 

Holy Spirit, sometimes we get so weighed down by the way things are 

we stop even hoping for change.  Teach us to “hope in the Lord” 

(Isaiah 40:31), placing our trust in God, open to God’s work in our 

lives.  Help us to look to God’s light instead of focusing on the shadows 

around us, reflecting on what is good and true and sharing our hope 

through courageous, positive living. 
 

And as we have prayed to you, Holy Spirit, we now pray to you, Dear 

Father, with the words your Son taught us… 

 
 

 

 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for 

ever. Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise & Preparation       O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

   

Lighting of the First Advent Candle: Hope 
  

                                                Preparing 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament       Isaiah 40: 27-31 

A Reading from the Epistles                  Ephesians 1:18 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

Congregational Response:  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)  
 

The Offertory Invitation  
 

Presenting of our Offerings, Gifts & Tithes    
   

Cantored Offertory Response: Take my life, God, let it be consecrated 

faithfully. Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless 

praise. 
 

Prayer of Confession and Dedication - Together, as one.  

God of hope, on this first Sunday in Advent we give you thanks for 

your gift of Jesus.  We are grateful for the hope of the baby in the 

manger, the compassion and wisdom of the man who taught and 

healed, the sacrificial love of the one who died and rose again.  Forgive 

us when we base our faith on things other than Christ, distracted by 

our own agendas. Teach us to use our time, talent and resources to live 

as followers of Jesus, sharing your love with neighbors near and far.  

We dedicate our offerings and our lives to you and in Jesus’ name we 

pray, Amen. 
 

Children’s Message   
 

Gift of Music:  E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come              Manz 

 

 

 



 

                                  Prayers of & for the People 
  

Prayers of Joy and Concern; Testimonies of God’s Work in our Lives 

Time of Silence 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

Gloria Patri (recited not sung) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end.  Amen, Amen.  
 

                                        Proclaiming 
 

A Reading from the Gospels   Luke 1: 1-25 
 

Sermon                       The Light of Hope 
 

                                          Parting 
 

Hymn of Sending Forth       All My Hope on God is Founded             

                  

Call to Service & Benediction       
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Pastor:  As disciples of Christ, we have been graced with Christ’s peace,  

             peace for our own lives, peace to share. And so with great joy, I  

             gift you the peace of our Lord.   
 

People: As I gift you. 
 

Pastor: Let us now share that peace of Christ with each other by waving,  

            and by calling, e-mailing and texting those from whom we’re  

            physically apart.  And let us carry that peace of Christ with us into  

            this Season of Pentecost, and into our world, as we together say,  

            AMEN! 
 

Postlude                       Fugue for Advent                          Adams  
 

------------------------------------------ 

Deacon –  Gerry Borgerson 

Worship Leader– Laurie Vincent 

Music Director – Kelliann Festa 

Ministers – Our Members! 

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 
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Hymn #1 - O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

   and ransom captive Israel 

   that mourns in lonely exile here 

   until the Son of God appear. 

  

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

  

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

   who ordered all things mightily; 

   to us the path of knowledge show 

   and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain 

  

3 O come, O King of nations, bind 

   in one the hearts of all mankind. 

   Bid all our sad divisions cease 

   and be yourself our King of Peace. Refrain 

  

Hymn #2 - All My Hope on God is Founded 

  

1 All my hope on God is founded 

   who does still my trust renew; 

   through all change and chance God guides me, 

   only good and only true. 

   Love unknown, God's alone, 

   calls my heart to be God's own. 

  

2 Daily does Almighty Giver 

   bounteous gifts on us bestow, 

   God's desire our soul delighting, 

   pleasure leading where we go. 

   Love will stand at God's hand; 

   joy will wait on God's command. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3 Still from earth to God eternal 

   sacrifice of praise be done, 

   high above all praises praising 

   for the gift of Christ, the Son. 

   Hear Christ call one and all: 

   you that follow shall not fall. 

 

 

ISAIAH 40:27-31 

 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden 

from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you 

not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and 

strengthens the powerless. 30 Even youths will faint and be weary, and 

the young will fall exhausted; 31 but those who wait for the LORD shall 

renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 

shall run and not be weary,  they shall walk and not faint. 

 

EPHESIANS 1:18 

18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance among the saints, 
 
 
 

                                    LUKE 1:1-25 

1 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 

events that have been fulfilled among us, 
2 

just as they were handed 

on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 

servants of the word, 
3 

I too decided, after investigating everything 

carefully from the very first
]
 to write an orderly account for you, 

most excellent Theophilus, 
4 

so that you may know the truth 

concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 
5 

In the 

days of King Herod of   

 
 



 

Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 

her name was Elizabeth. 
6 

Both of them were righteous before God, 

living blamelessly according to all the commandments and 

regulations of the Lord. 
7 

But they had no children, because 

Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
8 

Once 

when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 

duty, 
9 

he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 

priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 

incense. 
10 

Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole 

assembly of the people was praying outside. 
11 

Then there appeared 

to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of  

incense. 
12 

When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 

overwhelmed him. 
13 

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 

bear you a son, and you will name him John. 
14 

You will have joy 

and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 
15 

for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 

drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 
16 

He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 

God. 
17 

With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to 

turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord.” 
18 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is 

so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years. 
19 

The 

angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 

have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 

news. 
20 

But now, because you did not believe my words, which will 

be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, 

until the day these things occur.” 
21 

Meanwhile the people were 

waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 

sanctuary. 
22 

When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and 

they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept 

motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 
23 

When his time 

of service was ended, he went to his home. 
24 

After those days his 

wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 

seclusion. She said, 
25 

“This is what the Lord has done for me when 

he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured 

among my people.” 

 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY  
  OF ADVENT 
 

 

 

On our first Sunday of Advent let our journey begin  

with the Three Wise Men as we travel on the road to 

find Hope! 

 

For when we Hope, it helps us to move forward to 

something brighter in our life. Let us now follow 

these Three Wise Men who are following the star of 

hope! Along the way let us pray to our Father to help 

us turn any hatred that might be growing around us 

into the peace, joy, and love we know we will find in 

the presence of the newborn  

Christ Child. 

                                         ~ fran v. giambalvo 
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