
 

                    North Branford Congregational Church 

             United Church of Christ 

  The Order of Worship for Sunday, August 2, 2020 

  The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 The Season of The Spirit  
 

Praising God Together Through a Psalm                                  Psalm 150 
                                 

Prelude                Panis Angelicus                           Franck 
 

                                                 Gathering  
 

Greetings 
 

Responsive Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Good morning, Church!  Join me in some familiar words from a  

             wonderful hymn we’ll later be singing:  “Praise to the Lord, the  

             Almighty, the King of Creation!” 

People: “Oh my soul praise him, for he is thy help and salvation!” 

Leader: Now we have church started on the right foot!  When we give praise,  

             we take our eyes off of ourselves and put our focus on God, we  

             confess and celebrate who God is, we thank him, and give credit  

             where credit it is due!   

People: Amen!  As we joyfully gather together today, surrounded by the  

             beauty of God’s creation, let us praise the Lord! 

Leader: And let us praise Him and only Him, being aware and mindful of  

             false prophets and dark forces that could tempt us and distract us!  

People: Yes, it is God and God alone who we praise; as the old song says,  

             “praise Him in the morning, praise Him in the noontide, praise  

             Him when the sun goes down!” 
All:      Lord, help us to be a people who truly praise you with singing,  

             and who sing your praises through our words, our acts, and our  

             very lives!  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

Sung Chorus: (Tune: Vienna) Take my life, God, let it be consecrated 

faithfully. Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless 

praise.  
  

Prayer of Invocation & The Lord's Prayer - Together, as one.  
 

Holy Spirit, kindle in me a spirit of praise.  Put a song in my heart, even 

in the most troubling times.  Tune my ears to hear your voice and help me 

discern what is good and what is not, blocking out the calls of false 

prophets and false promises.  No matter the circumstances, may I feel 

your power and presence, Dear Spirit, and be joyful and thankful.  
 

And as we have prayed to you, Holy Spirit, we now pray to you, Dear 

Father, with the words your Son taught us… 
 

 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise & Preparation      This Is a Day of New Beginnings 
  

                                                   Preparing 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament     1 Chronicles 16: 34-36           

A Reading from the Epistles                Colossians 3: 16-17 
 

The Offertory Invitation  
 

Presenting of our Offerings, Gifts & Tithes     (Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos)  
 

For the fruit of all creation, 

thanks be to God.  

For God’s gifts to every nation, 

thanks be to God.  

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 

thanks be to God 
 

Prayer of Confession and Dedication - Together, as one.  
 

Heavenly Father, for all you are, and for all you do, you are truly 

deserving of our praise and thanksgiving!  Yet how often do we give 

ourselves the credit, or attribute the goodness in our lives to sources other 

than you?  Forgive us, Holy One, when we have failed to recognize that 

it’s you, and only you, who is praise-worthy!  May we never take you, O 

Great Giver of Gifts, for granted!  And for those times we have, please 

hear us now, as we silently confess to you….       
 

For both the little and big blessings we experience each day, for the 

moments of connection in times of distancing, for friends and family, we 

say thanks!  We are especially grateful this morning for the church 

community you have given us, and the opportunity to be together in 

person once again.  Use us now, and always, to perform acts in your 

name, praising you and giving you the glory.  Amen & Amen!   
 

Children’s Message   
 

                                  Prayers of & for the People 
 

Prayers of Joy and Concern; Testimonies of God’s Work in our Lives 

Time of Silence 

Pastoral Prayer  
 



 

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, Amen.   
                 

                Proclaiming 
 

Selected readings from the Book of Acts, Chapters 13-16           
 

Sermon                            Who Prays Must Praise!   
 

The Sacrament and Celebration of Communion 
  

Communing Through Music    On Eagles Wings              Joncas  

                                                 Schuyler Beeman, Tenor                                            
 

   Parting 
      

Hymn of Gratitude  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty   
                   

Call to Service & Benediction       
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Pastor: As disciples of Christ, we have been graced with Christ’s peace, peace  

            for our own lives, peace to share. And so with great joy, I gift you the  

            peace of our Lord.   

People: As I gift you. 

Pastor: Let us now share that peace of Christ, with a wave to others on the  

            lawn or in their cars, as we also continue sharing that peace by phone,  

            text, or e-mail with those from whom we are physically apart.  And,  

            may we continue carrying that peace of Christ with us into this Season  

            of Pentecost, and into our world, as we together say:  AMEN! 

 

Postlude                                  All Night, All Day          Traditional, Arr. Simms 

 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Deacon – Donna Cropley 

Liturgy Assistant – Wendy Tarry 

Music Director – Kelliann Festa 

Accompanist– Rachel Postovoit  

Guest Soloist – Schuyler Beeman 

Pastor – The Rev. Vance Taylor 

Ministers – Our Members! 

 

             WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 
 

 

 

 

 

North Branford Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

  
Christ-centered Teaching 
Scripture-based Preaching 

To our neighbors: Outreaching 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENCOUNTERS IN ACTS:  PRAISING GOD (Acts 13-16) 

 

August 2, 2020 

 



 

 
 

 

Hymn 1: This Is a Day of New Beginnings 

 

1 This is a day of new beginnings, 

   time to remember and move on, 

   Time to believe what love is bringing, 

   laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

2 For by the life and death of Jesus, 

   God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 

   can make for us a world of difference, 

   as faith and hope are born again. 

 

3 Then let us, with the spirit’s daring, 

   step from the past and leave behind 

   our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, 

   seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

 

4 In faith we’ll gather ‘round the table 

   to taste and share what love can do. 

   This is a day of new beginnings - 

   our God is making all things new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Hymn 2: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the king of creation! 

   Oh my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

   All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; 

   Join me in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who does prosper thy work and     

   defend thee; 

   Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 

   Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

   If with his love he befriend thee. 

 

3 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

   All that hath life and breath, come now with praises      

   before him. 

   Let the Amen sound from his people again: 

   gladly for aye we adore him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

    

 Psalm 150 - Praise for God’s Surpassing Greatness 

 

1  Praise the LORD! 

  Praise God in his sanctuary; 

  praise him in his mighty firmament! 

  
2  Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

  praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 

 
3  Praise him with trumpet sound; 

  praise him with lute and harp! 

 
4  Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

  praise him with strings and pipe! 

 
5  Praise him with clanging cymbals; 

   praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

 
6  Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 

  Praise the LORD! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


