
 
                    North Branford Congregational Church 

             United Church of Christ 

  The Order of Worship for Sunday, November 22, 2020 

                     The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost             

Reign of Christ/Christ the King Sunday  
The Season of the Spirit 

 

 

Prelude                                 Revelation Song                         Jobe 
 

Praising God Together Through a Psalm                                Psalm 19 

 
 

                                                 Gathering  
 

Greetings 
 

Responsive Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Good morning, Church!  You may have noticed that during this  

             pandemic how some people have put paper hearts up in their windows  

             or wooden hearts on their lawns.   

People: The heart can be such a positive, loving symbol.  It can serve as a  

             reminder of people’s caring towards one another and of our     

             gratitude to first responders. 

Leader: If only our own hearts were always as pure as those symbols in the  

             windows!  The book of Proverbs tells us, “Keep your heart with all  

             vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” (Prov. 4:23) 

People: Sometimes our hearts are full of love, but other times we set our  

             hearts on the wrong things. 

Leader: Today, we’ll hear the story of Ittai the Gittite, a foreigner newly- 

             arrived to Jerusalem who nevertheless immediately demonstrates his  

             loyalty and devotion to David, the King of Israel, at a time when it  

             would have been easier to abandon him. 

People: Sounds like Ittai’s heart was in the right place, and that David  

             had a true friend and dedicated servant, ready to do the hard  

             right over the easy wrong!        

All:       Loving Christ, may we follow the example set by Ittai, and show  

             loyalty and love to you, our good and gracious king!  Cleanse our  

             hearts and help us to love as you love!  In your name we pray,   

             Amen. 
 

Cantored Chorus: Sing to the Lord of harvest, sing songs of love and praise; 

With joyful hearts and voices, your alleluias raise.  By God the rolling 

seasons, in fruitful order move; Sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of 

love.   
 

Prayer of Invocation & The Lord's Prayer - Together, as one.  

 

 

Holy Spirit, so many things call out for our interest, our affection and our 

loyalty in this world.  Help us to always follow Jesus with undivided 

hearts, no matter how long or short we have been on the faith journey 

with him.  When we become disheartened by the crises and challenges of 

our lives, encourage and equip us, strengthen our hearts and embolden 

our spirits.  Enable us to speak and act in ways that show we are 

Christian!  Breathe on us, Breath of God, fill us with life anew, that we 

may love as you do love and do what you would do! 
 

And as we have prayed to you, Holy Spirit, we now pray to you, Dear 

Father, with the words your Son taught us… 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise & Preparation   I Sing the Mighty Power of God    
  

                                                Preparing 
 

A Reading from the Epistles                 Romans 12: 1-2; 9-13  

A Reading from the Gospels           Luke 6: 43-45 
 

The Offertory Invitation  
 

Presenting of our Offerings, Gifts & Tithes    
   

Cantored Response: Come, ye thankful people. come/Raise the song of 

harvest home;/All is safely gathered in/Ere the winter storms begin/God, our 

Maker does provide/For our wants to be supplied/Come to God's own temple, 

come/Raise the song of harvest home 
 

Prayer of Confession and Dedication - Together, as one.  
 

Thank you, Lord, for your many gifts, and thank you for you – the 

greatest  gift giver!  Today we give you special thanks for the gift of 

friendship, shared between you and each of us, and shared among us.  

For all those people who have come alongside us and come to our aid, 

whether past or present, whether near or far, we are grateful.  Thank you 

for their care, comfort and concern, for their laughter, loyalty and love.  

Forgive us for the times we have failed to be there for them, and help us 

to renew friendships, starting with yours.  And may we demonstrate 

Christ-like friendship not only to those we know, but also those we come 

to know, as we share Good News through our offerings and our lives, 

which we now dedicate to you.  Amen and Amen!  
 

Children’s Message      What Surprises Are Under the Skin?    

                                                                   Margaret Holcomb 



 

Gift of Music      What a Friend We Have in Jesus   Anthony Festa, Tenor 
 

                                   Prayers of & for the People 
 

Prayers of Joy and Concern; Testimonies of God’s Work in our Lives 

Time of Silence 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

Gloria Patri (recited not sung) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen, Amen.  
 

                                            Proclaiming 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament    2 Samuel 15:1-22 
 

Sermon                         The Heart of the Matter!                                                      
 

                                                Parting      

 

Hymn of Gratitude    Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

Call to Service & Benediction       
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Pastor:  As disciples of Christ, we have been graced with Christ’s peace,  

             peace for our own lives, peace to share. And so with great joy, I  

             gift you the peace of our Lord.   
 

People: As I gift you. 
 

Pastor: Let us now share that peace of Christ with each other by waving, and  

            by calling, e-mailing and texting those from whom we’re physically  

            apart.  And let us carry that peace of Christ with us into this Season of  

            Pentecost, and into our world, as we together say, AMEN! 

 

Postlude                  All Creatures of Our God and King 

------------------------------------------ 

 

Deacon – Donna Cropley 

Worship Leader– Wendy Tarry 

Music Director – Kelliann Festa 

Accompanist– Rachel Postovoit  

Pastor – The Rev. Vance Taylor 

Ministers – Our Members 

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 
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Hidden Gems of the Old Testament:  Ittai the Gittite 

(2 Samuel 15: 1-22) 



 

 

 
 

Hymn 1:  I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

 

1 I sing the mighty power of God  

   That made the mountains rise, 

   That spread the flowing seas abroad,  

   And built the lofty skies. 

   I sing the wisdom that ordained  

   The sun to rule the day; 

   The moon shines full at God's command,  

   And all the stars obey. 

 

2 I sing the goodness of our God 

   That filled the earth with food, 

   God formed the creatures with a word 

   And then pronounced them good. 

   Oh, how your wonders are displayed, 

   Where'er I turn my eye; 

   If I survey the ground I tread, 

   Or gaze upon the sky! 

 

3 On earth there's not a plant or flower 

   But makes your glory known. 

   The clouds arise and spread their showers 

   By order of your throne. 

   All life is but a gift from you 

   and ever in your care; 

   Wherever people gather, you,  

   O God are present there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn :  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 

 

1 Christ in made the sure foundation, 

   Christ the head and cornerstone, 

   Chosen of our God and precious, 

   Binding all the Church in one. 

   Holy Zion's help forever, 

   And our confidence alone.  

 

2 To the temple, where we call you, 

   Come, O God of hosts, today! 

   With you constant, loving kindness 

   Hear your people as they pray. 

   Give your fullest benediction: 

   Grace to follow Christ the Way. 

 

3 Here renew your servants vision, 

   That by faith they must attain 

   Peace and hope, renewed compassion, 

   Strength to comfort those in pain, 

   Tears and grief transformed to gladness 

    In your everlasting reign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       

Psalm 19 

1   The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims  

   his handiwork. 

 
2    Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

 
3   There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 

 
4   yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

   and their words to the end of the world. 

   In the heaven he has set a tent for the sun, 

 
5   which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 

   and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

 
6   Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end  

   of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

 
7   The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 

   the decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple; 

 
8   the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

   the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

 
9   the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances  

   of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 
10   More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

    sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

 
11   Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is  

    great reward. 

 
12   But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 

 
13   Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  do not let them have     

    dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great    

    transgression. 

 
14   Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

     be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


