
 

                    North Branford Congregational Church 

             United Church of Christ 

  The Order of Worship for Sunday, May 2, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Prelude                            Morning Has Broken                       (traditional) 

 

                                                Gathering  
 

Greetings 
 

Responsive Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Good morning, Church!  Do you ever find yourself asking, “What  

             does God want me to do?”   

People:  I sure do!  Sometimes I can struggle with what God wants  

             from me, and the person God wishes me to be.  And I’m likely  

             in good company!  

Leader: Well, Scripture gives us good insight on how we should think,  

             speak and act.  The prophet Micah shared three key things that  

             God desires, and thousands of years later, God is still calling us to  

             do these same three things. 

People: What are they?  Can I realistically do them without a  

             seminary degree or training to be a missionary? 

Leader: These three things are simple enough for a child to do, but  

             challenging enough to push an adult to their limits.  And no special  

             degrees or experiences are required to live them out.  Let’s say  

             them together, from the writings of Micah: 

People: “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does  

             the LORD require of you? 

All:       To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
 
with your  

             God.” (Micah 6:8) Lord, with your assistance, help us to be a  

             people who practice justice, kindness, and humility in all we  

             say and do.  In your name we pray, Amen. 
 

Cantored Chorus:  Now the green blade rises from the buried grain;/ Wheat 

that in the dark earth for many days has lain;/ Love lives again, that with 

the dead has been:/ Love is come again like wheat that rises green. 
 

Prayer of Invocation & The Lord's Prayer - Together, as one.  
 

Holy Spirit, search me and see if I have been walking in ways of 

justice, mercy and humility.  When I have been on the right path, 

please equip and encourage me to stay faithful.  When I have fallen 

short, please make me aware it, and help me to change, to become a  

 

 

person who lives the values of my faith and blesses others with my 

words and deeds.  I know I can’t do it on my own, but I know that  

through your power and presence, all things are possible!  Come, Holy 

Spirit, Come! 
 

And as we have prayed to you, Holy Spirit, we now pray to you, Dear 

Father, with the words your Son taught us… 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise & Preparation  For The Healing of The Nations      
  

                                                Preparing 
 

Readings from the Epistles   Romans 12: 1-2; Philippians 2: 5-8 

Readings from the Gospels   Matthew 9: 9-12; Luke 6: 36 
 

The Offertory Invitation  
 

Presenting of our Offerings, Gifts & Tithes    
   

Cantored Offertory Response:  Now thank we all our God with heart and 

hands and voices, Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world 

rejoices, Who, from our parents arms, has blessed us on our way, With 

countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

Prayer of Confession and Dedication - Together, as one.   
   

Loving God, thank you for your many gifts.  For your fairness and 

justice, for your mercy and kindness, for your humility in coming to 

Earth as a baby and dying on a cross for us, we are truly grateful.  

And although you call us to be just, kind and humble, we often fall 

short, either through our action or inaction.  Forgive us for our 

missteps, Holy One, and strengthen us to do what you desire of us.  

May we practice what you preach, treating ourselves and others with 

care and compassion, wisely using and sharing the many and diverse 

material and spiritual gifts you have bestowed upon us.  Through you 

and with you, we may together build a more loving and more just 

society, where everyone is welcomed and embraced, where each one 

receives a fair portion, and where all rely more and more on you than 

on ourselves.  We dedicate our offerings and again dedicate our lives 

to you, and in Jesus’ name we pray,  Amen. 
 

Children’s Message  



 

                                     Prayers of & for the People 
 

Prayers of Joy and Concern; Testimonies of God’s Work in our Lives 

Time of Silence 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

Gloria Patri (recited not sung) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end.  Amen, Amen.   
 

                                             Proclaiming 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament      Micah 6: 1-8 
 

Sermon                 What Are Your Requirements? 
 

The Sacrament and Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

Communing Through Music     The Communion Hymn  

                                                                    Getty, Townsend; Arr. Greer 
 

                                                Parting 
 

Hymn of Sending Forth            Just a Closer Walk With Thee                                           
 

Call to Service & Benediction       
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Pastor:  As disciples of Christ, we have been graced with Christ’s peace,  

             peace for our own lives, peace to share. And so with great joy, I  

             gift you the peace of our Lord.   
 

People: As I gift you. 
 

Pastor: Let us now share that peace of Christ with each other by waving,  

            and by calling, e-mailing and texting those from whom we’re  

            physically apart.  And let us carry that peace of Christ with us into  

            this Easter Season, and into our world, as we together say, AMEN! 

 

Postlude               Mass of Communion - Kyrie                Maher, Le, Ndolo 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Deacon & Liturgy Assistant – Wendy Tarry  

Music Director – Kelliann Festa 

Pastor – The Rev. Vance Taylor 

Ministers – Our Members! 

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 
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Hymn #1 -  For The Healing of The Nations 
 

1 For the healing of the nations, 

   Lord, we pray with one accord, 

   for a just and equal sharing 

   of the things that earth affords. 

   To a life of love in action 

   help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

2 Lead us forward into freedom, 

   from despair your world release, 

   that, redeemed from war and hatred, 

   all may come and go in peace. 

   Show us how through care and goodness 

   fear will die and hope increase. 
 

3 All that kills abundant living, 

   let it from the earth be banned: 

   pride of status, race or schooling, 

   dogmas that obscure your plan. 

   In our common quest for justice 

   may we hallow brief life's span. 
 

4 You, Creator God, have written 

   your great name on humankind; 

   for our growing in your likeness 

   bring the life of Christ to mind; 

   that by our response and service 

   earth its destiny may find. 

 
 

Hymn #2 - Just a Closer Walk With Thee 
 

1 I am weak but Thou art strong; 

   Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

   I'll be satisfied as long 

   As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

 

 

 
 

Refrain: 

Just a closer walk with Thee, 

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

Daily walking close to Thee, 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

 

2 Thro' this world of toil and snares, 

   If I falter, Lord, who cares? 

   Who with me my burden shares? 

   None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.    
 

 [Refrain] 
 
 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 

   Time for me will be no more; 

   Guide me gently, safely o'er 

   To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore.    
 

 [Refrain] 
 

 

 

ROMANS 12:1-2 

1
 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 

of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2 
Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8 

5 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

6 
who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, 
7 
but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, 
8 

 he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

 



 

                         MATTHEW 9:9-12 

9 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew 

sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And 

he got up and followed him. 
10 

And as he sat at dinner in the 

house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 

sitting with him and his disciples. 
11 

When the Pharisees saw 

this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?” 
12 

But when he heard this, he said, 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 

who are sick. 

 

                           LUKE 6:36 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 

                         MICAH 6:1-8 
 

1
 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the 

mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 
Hear, you 

mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 

foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with 

his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
3 

“O my people, 

what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 

me! 
4 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 

redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 
O my people, remember now 

what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6 
“With what 

shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on 

high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves 

a year old? 
7 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for 

my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 

LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 

 


