
 
                    North Branford Congregational Church 

             United Church of Christ 

   The Order of Worship for Sunday, June 13, 2021 

Generations Sunday 

 
 

Prelude              'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus              WJ Kirkpatrick   
 

                                              Gathering  
 

Greetings 
 

Responsive Call to Worship   
 

Leader: Good morning, Church!  Happy Generations Sunday, a special day  

             to embrace the diverse ages and stages of our faith community.   

             Psalm 145 declares, “One generation will praise Your works to  

             another,/ And will declare Your mighty acts.” (145: 4)   

People: May every generation feel welcome in this place and  

             experience God’s goodness and love! 
Leader: There is a hymn that reminds us God hears our “borning cry” and  

             will be there when we “grow old”.  Wherever we are on life’s  

             journey, God is present.  Jesus’ call to follow him has no age  

             limitations, his love has no age barriers. 

People: May every generation feel welcome in this place and  

             experience God’s goodness and love! 
Leader: This morning, let us commit to being an inclusive and encouraging  

             church for all ages, freely sharing your love from the youngest to  

             the oldest.  

People: May every generation feel welcome in this place and  

             experience God’s goodness and love! 

All:       Lord, grant that we may follow Jesus in every season of life  

             and, with your help, to pass our faith down through the  

             generations.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

Cantored Chorus: Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! That calls 

me from a world of care, and bids me at my makers throne let all my needs 

and wants be known. In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often 

found relief, and oft escaped the tempter's snare by your return, sweet hour 

of prayer! 
 

Prayer of Invocation & The Lord's Prayer - Together, as one.  
 

Holy Spirit, knit us together as brothers and sisters in Christ, 

whatever our ages or backgrounds.  Help us to learn from one 

another, to encourage one another, and to support one another in the  

 

 

Christian journey.  Give us sensitive and kind hearts, open to the 

knowledge, gifts and talents that others have to share.   
 

And as we have prayed to you, Holy Spirit, we now pray to you, Dear 

Father, with the words your Son taught us… 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen 
 

Hymn of Praise & Preparation        In The Garden  
  

                                                  Preparing 
 

A Reading from the Old Testament              Deuteronomy 6: 1-9 

A Reading from the New Testament            1 Timothy 5: 1-2 

A Responsive Psalm                                     Psalm 78: 1-7  
 

The Offertory Invitation  
 

Presenting of our Offerings, Gifts & Tithes    
   

Cantored Offertory Response: Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him all creatures here below! Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 

Prayer of Confession and Dedication - Together, as one.  

Loving God, thank you for the wisdom of our seniors, the energy of 

our youth, and the delight of our children.  Thank you for walking 

with us through all the stages of life.  Help us, no matter what our 

generation, to use the gifts you have given us to fulfill your purposes.   

Forgive us for not always recognizing the gifts each generation has to 

offer.  Let us be faithful servants, joyfully sharing your blessings and 

thoughtfully investing in the lives of others.  We dedicate these 

offerings and our lives to you, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Children’s Message  
 

Gift of Music:         What a Friend we have in Jesus           (traditional) 
 

                                  Prayers of & for the People 
 

Prayers of Joy and Concern; Testimonies of God’s Work in our Lives 

Time of Silence 

Pastoral Prayer  

 



 

Gloria Patri (recited not sung) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end.  Amen, Amen.   
                 

           Proclaiming 

 

A Reading from the Old Testament         1Samuel 17: 32-50 

A Reading from the Gospels                    Matthew 25: 14-30 
 

Sermon                       Small Deeds, Big Ripples 
 

          Parting 
      

Hymn of Sending Forth         Leaning on the Everlasting Arms                                             
                   

Call to Service & Benediction       
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Pastor:  As disciples of Christ, we have been graced with Christ’s peace,  

             peace for our own lives, peace to share. And so with great joy, I  

             gift you the peace of our Lord.   
 

People: As I gift you. 
 

Pastor: Let us now share that peace of Christ with each other by waving,  

            and by calling, e-mailing and texting those from whom we’re  

            physically apart.  And let us carry that peace of Christ with us into  

            this Season of Pentecost, and into our world, as we together say,  

            AMEN! 

 

Postlude    

------------------------------------------ 

Deacon – Fred Jungeblut 

Liturgy Assistant– Wendy Tarry 

Guest Preacher – Luke Izzo 

Music Director – Kelliann Festa 

Pastor – The Rev. Vance Taylor 

Ministers – Our Members! 

 

"Thank you to everyone in our church family, from various 

generations, who participated in today's service." 

 
Lyrics in Call to Worship from “Borning Cry’ by Jacque Darragh.  Thank you so much to  

all our participants in Worship today! 

 

 

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 
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Hymn #1    In The Garden 
 

1 I come to the garden alone 

   While the dew is still on the roses 

   And the voice I hear falling on my ear 

   The Son of God discloses. 
 

Refrain: 
 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 
 

2 He speaks, and the sound of His voice, 

   Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

   And the melody that He gave to me 

   Within my heart is ringing. 
 

Refrain: 
 

3 I’d stay in the garden with Him 

   Though the night around me be falling, 

   But He bids me go; through the voice of woe 

   His voice to me is calling. 
 

Refrain: 
 

Hymn #2    Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine 

   Leaning on the everlasting arms 

   What a blessedness, what a peace is mine 

   Leaning on the everlasting arms 
 

Refrain: 
 

Leaning, leaning. Safe and secure from all alarms 

Leaning, leaning. Leaning on the everlasting arms 
 

2 What have I to dread, what have I to fear 

   Leaning on the everlasting arms? 

   I have blessed peace with my Lord so near 

  Leaning on the everlasting arms 
 

Refrain: 

Refrain: 
 

                           

                                 DEUTERONOMY 6: 1-9 

 
1 Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 

the LORD your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that 

you are about to cross into and occupy, 2 so that you and your children 

and your children’s children may fear the LORD your God all the days 

of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am 

commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O 

Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and 

so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, 

as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 4 Hear, O 

Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your might. 6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in 

your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about them when you 

are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 

rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 

forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates. 

 

                             1 TIMOTHY 5:1-2 
1 Do not speak harshly to an older man, but speak to him as to a father, 

to younger men as brothers, 2 to older women as mothers, to younger 

women as sisters—with absolute purity. 

 

                                  PSALM 78:1-7 
 

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words  

of my mouth.    2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark 

sayings from of old,    3 things that we have heard and known, that our 

ancestors have told us.   4 We will not hide them from their children;  

we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, 

and his might, and the wonders that he has done.    5 He established a 

decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 

ancestors to teach to their children;    6 that the next generation might 

know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to their 

children,    7 so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget 

the works of God, but keep his commandments; 

 

 



                     

                           1 SAMUEL 17:32-50 
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your 

servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 Saul said to David, 

“You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you 

are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34 But David 

said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and 

whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I 

went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and 

if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and 

kill it. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this 

uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied 

the armies of the living God.” 37 David said, “The LORD, who saved me 

from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me 

from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may 

the LORD be with you!” 38 Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a 

bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David 

strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for 

he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with 

these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. 40 Then he 

took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, 

and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 

hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 41 The Philistine came on and 

drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the 

Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a 

youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43 The Philistine said to 

David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the 

Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, 

“Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the 

wild animals of the field.” 45 But David said to the Philistine, “You 

come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the 

name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have defied. 46 This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 

and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the 

dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air 

and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that 

there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that 

the LORD does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s 

and he will give you into our hand.” 48 When the Philistine drew nearer 
to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the  

 

 

 

 

Philistine. 49 David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, 

and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his 

forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 50 So David prevailed 

over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine 
and killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand. 

 
 

                           MATTHEW 25:14-30 

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the 

one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who 

had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and 

hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received 

the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 

talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the 

one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the 

one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 

knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did 

not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 

the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and 

they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.’ 


